round the world and is now an Airman-General; another was
von Jagow, Nazi Storm Troop commander for Berlin; the
third was a Reichswehr colonel.

In the dock stood a miserable man, undernourished, under-
developed, stunted, from Berlin's East End. Two years earlier,
before Hitler had come to power and when the Communist
Party was legal, he had distributed Communist pamphlets,
they said. The black-robed presiding judge busied himself
with papers and paragraphs and procedure. The three lay
judges sat stiffly at attention, as military men should, only their
eyes travelling indifferently from Public Prosecutor to accused,
their hands on sword- or dirk-hilt. The Public Prosecutor
briefly sketched the enormity of the crime. The accused's
defender, a typical German jurist with a fair paunch, scarred
cheek, bald head and squeaky voice, said he was not in a
position to contest his client's guilt, indeed it was too .obvious,
but might he plead for a little clemency in view of the fact
that the prisoner had grown to manhood in the Dark Age
preceding National Socialism and thus had imbibed pernicious
doctrines.

The court retired. The prisoner had an epileptic fit. His
wife, a hardworking Berlinerin, looked with anguish in her eyes
at the writhing collection of rags and bones that was her most
cherished possession. Defending counsel watched indifferently,
suddenly remembered, with an exclamation, that he had a
telephone call to make, and rushed out. The prisoner recovered
and exclaimed, while his beefy custodians looked contemp-
tuously at him, 'When I come out I'll do it again'. His wife
pleaded with him to be quiet. The court came back and passed
sentence of two years hard labour. The court dispersed.
I went out. Down the street before me went Christiansen and
the colonel, very swagger in their uniforms, chatting and
laughing, lunchward bound.

This is a long digression. I started out to tell you how I was
driving through the Tiergarten to inquire how Nadya was
recovering from my car's encounter with her, and have gone
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